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13 June, 2020
His Excellency

Muhammadu Buhari GCFR

President, Federal Republic of Nigeria

Aso Rock Presidential Villa

Abuja 
C/O

Professor Ibrahim Gambari
Chief of Staff to the President

Aso Rock Presidential Villa

Abuja                                                                                                                  






Your Excellency, 

Re: Request to direct the Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of Justice to publish comprehensive list of names of people from whom N800 billion loot have been recovered, and to direct appropriate anti-corruption agencies to probe payments totalling N51 billion were made into individual accounts in 2019
The Socio-Economic Rights and Accountability Project, (SERAP) is writing pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FoI) to request you to use your good offices and leadership position to urgently direct Mr Abubakar Malami, SAN, Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of Justice, and Mrs Zainab Ahmed, Minister of Finance, Budget and National Planning to publish a comprehensive list of names of people from whom N800 billion in looted funds have been recovered, the details of spending of the money and the dates of the recovery.

SERAP also urges you to direct appropriate anti-corruption agencies to promptly, thoroughly and transparently investigate allegations that payments totalling N51 billion were made into individual accounts in 2019.
SERAP is a non-profit, nonpartisan, legal and advocacy organization devoted to promoting transparency, accountability and respect for socio-economic rights in Nigeria. SERAP received the Wole Soyinka Anti-Corruption Defender Award in 2014, and was nominated for the UN Civil Society Award and Ford Foundation’s Jubilee Transparency Award. SERAP serves as one of two Sub-Saharan African civil society representatives on the governing Committee of the UNCAC Coalition, a global anti-corruption network of over 380 civil society organizations (CSOs) in over 100 countries.
SERAP notes that in your speech to mark the occasion of the Democracy Day on June 12, 2020, you disclosed that the government’s anti-corruption fight has yielded over N800 billion in recovered loot. SERAP also notes that BudgIT, a civic tech organization, recently reported that the open treasury portal by the federal government has allegedly shown that payments totalling N51 billion were made into individual accounts in 2019.
SERAP is seriously concerned about the allegations that the government’s transparency portal shows some payment of naira into individual and personal accounts.
Releasing the details of projects on which the N800 billion recovered loot have been spent and a comprehensive list of names of people from whom they have been recovered, as well as investigating allegations of payment of billions of naira into individual accounts, and the projects for which the payments were made would serve the best interests of the general public.
Releasing the details regarding the N800 billion recovered loot, and investigating the alleged suspicious payments into personal accounts would also be entirely consistent with fundamental principles of due process, and Nigeria’s international anti-corruption commitments, particularly under the UN Convention against Corruption to which Nigeria is a state party.
The public has a right to know how recovered N800 billion loot has been spent, and the details and purpose of the alleged payments into individual accounts. Transparency over transactions by the government is critical to ensuring public confidence in the integrity of management of public resources. 
The authorities are required to set the highest standards of transparency, accountability and probity in the management of these resources and the programmes that they oversee.
The information will also reveal the truth of where money is going and why it is there, and allow Nigerians an opportunity to assess the impacts of any projects carried out with the recovered loot and the alleged payments into individual accounts.
As a signatory to the UN Convention against Corruption, the African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption, and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Nigeria has committed to ensure transparent management of public resources, and unhindered access to public information. These commitments ought to be fully upheld and respected.
By Section 1 (1) of the Freedom of Information (FoI) Act 2011, and article 9 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, SERAP is entitled as of right to request for or gain access to information, including information on the details of the N800 billion recovered loot and alleged payments into individual accounts. By Section 4 (a) of the FoI Act, when a person makes a request for information from a public official, institution or agency, the public official, institution or urgency to whom the application is directed is under a binding legal obligation to provide the applicant with the information requested for, except as otherwise provided by the Act, within 7 days after the application is received.
By Sections 2(3)(d)(V) & (4) of the FoI Act, there is a binding legal duty to ensure that documents containing information relating to the details of the N800 billion recovered loot and alleged payments into individual accounts are widely disseminated and made readily available to members of the public through various means. The information being requested does not come within the purview of the types of information exempted from disclosure by the provisions of the FoI Act. 
The information requested for as indicated above, apart from not being exempted from disclosure under the FoI Act, bothers on an issue of national interest, public concern, interest of human rights, social justice, good governance, transparency and accountability. 

We would be grateful if the requested information is provided to us within 7 days of the receipt and/or publication of this letter. If we have not heard from you by then, the Registered Trustees of SERAP shall take all appropriate legal actions under the Freedom of Information Act to compel you to comply with our request.  

Please accept the expression of our highest consideration. Thanking you in advance of your urgent attention to the matter.
Sincerely,
Kolawole Oluwadare

Deputy Director

CC:
Mr Abukabar Malami, SAN

Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of Justice

Federal Ministry of Justice

Shehu Shagari Way, 

Central Area

Abuja
Mrs Zainab Ahmed

Minister of Finance, Budget and National Planning 

Ahmadu Bello Way, Central Business District

Abuja

